2I6                      THE LAST GENRO

completely by their careful propaganda during my last Western trip.
It was this way:

"I left die country in September 1901. Receiving the Degree of
Doctor of Laws from Yale University in America on my way to
Europe, I went to France. On my departure, Premier Katsura had
asked me to call on the Russian leaders to create friendly feelings be-
tween Nippon and Russia.

"I was primarily in favor of settling the Korean question, that is,
the supremacy over that country, by an agreement with Russia. With
that in mind and also at Katsura's request, I proceeded from Paris to
Moscow. After I had begun negotiating with the Czar's Foreign Min-
ister Lamsdorf on the matter, Katsura cabled me to go to London
where our Minister Hayashi was about to complete the Nipponese-
British alliance. I was to help Hayashi to carry it through. I went to
London right away and the Anglo-Nipponese alliance was concluded."
He puffed at his cigar again and continued. "I need not emphasize
that I was interested in that British angle, too. You know it very well.
Then what happened?"

Ito raised his knees and circled them with his arms.
"Before I returned home the people were led to believe that I had
opposed the alliance, so the credit for our epoch-making success in
tying ourselves with the most powerful nation under the sun was
all given to Katsura.

"After I came back from the European trip I directed the Seiyukai
to oppose the measures introduced by Katsura's Ministers, The Premier
dissolved the Diet, and the Lower House was refilled with our major-
ity. So Premier Katsura alleged that his failure in the Diet was caused
by my presence in politics. But it was merely that the Party's policies
disagreed with the Cabinet's. Since the Seiyukai had the majority, the
Administration's failure was a natural outcome. It was not my fault
"But he begged me, through Yamagata and Matsukata, to give up
either the party leadership or the title of Genro. I replied that the
tide of Genro with its privileges was bestowed upon me by His
Majesty on the merits of my achievements since the Restoration days
and it was not possible for me to discard it. Of course, there was a
time when I would have sacrificed everything. That was when I was
forming the Seiyukai. The political activity on the other hand is still
my chosen activity in order to promote the betterment of our Govern*
;ment And I haven't the slightest idea of dispensing with it, either,"
'Huh, Premier Katsura was in a difficult position then*"
'Tes, Saionji-san, I got the best of him. But he is cunning. In his